
Background Material 
 

"In response to several proposed pieces of federal legislation related to horse slaughter in the early 2000's, 
the Maryland Horse Council (MHC) undertook an extensive discussion that resulted in the adoption of the 
following position:  
   
The Maryland Horse Council supports education efforts for the care and welfare of horses, supports efforts 
that govern the enforcement of current or future regulations ensuring the humane transportation of horses 
for slaughter, and supports the development of an infrastructure for end of life options for horses.  
 
The Maryland Horse Council supports efforts to ban the use of double-decker trailers, a.k.a. opossum 
bellies, for the transportation of equine.  
    
MHC did not adopt broad opposition to legislated slaughter bans, based largely on a belief that no 
alternative means was in place to address the population of unwanted horses. Instead, MHC started its own 
committee to address the problem of unwanted horses, which grew to become the Maryland Fund For 
Horses. 
 
In 2006 Congress defunded USDA inspections, forcing the equine slaughter facilities in this country to 
close by 2007. All horses sold legally in the United States for human consumption are now shipped to 
Canadian or Mexican facilities for processing. Efforts to reopen facilities in the U.S. have been blocked 
repeatedly.   
  
The United States Government Accounting Office published a report evaluating the situation in 
2011 entitled "Horse Welfare: Action Needed to Address Unintended Consequences of Cessation of 
Domestic Horse Slaughter." It recommends that Congress either fund inspectors once again and allow US 
facilities to operate, or ban the export of horses for slaughter. Proponents and opponents of horse slaughter 
cite the facts presented in the report to make their arguments. You can read the report  
at this link 
 
Congress has before it a bill that bans the knowing "sale or transport of equines or equine parts in interstate 
or foreign commerce for purposes of human consumption. It was introduced in March 2015 and is called 
the Safeguard American Food Exports (SAFE) Act. The bill deems horse meat unsafe for human 
consumption and identifies specific drugs commonly found in horses' systems that are unsafe. Nothing in 
the bill prevents horses from being processed for purposes other than human consumption. The bill, its 
status in Congress, and its sponsors can be viewed  
at this link.  
 
American Horse Council takes no position on the SAFE Act, pointing out that its membership is divided on 
the issue. American Quarter Horse Association has recently asked its members to lobby against passage of 
the act and American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) has historically opposed bans on 
slaughter. Linked here is a list of horse industry opponents of slaughter, some of which are identified as 
specifically supporting the SAFE Act. Owners and trainers of Thoroughbred racehorses who run at Laurel 
or Pimlico are regulated by the track owners' anti-slaughter policy. The most recent public opinion poll by 
Lake Research on the topic found that 80% of respondents oppose slaughter of horses for human 
consumption." 
	  


